Kristin Yiotis

Quiz 1   LIBR 244

PLEASE WRITE THE APPROPRIATE DIALOG COMMAND THAT PERFORMS EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS.  ½ POINT EACH.

1. To change from one file to another.

file #        . File 275

Also you can use save temp and then exs in desired file.

2. To look at a portion of an online index for any file.

Expand             e=term           e=elections     to look in the Basic Index

Expand             e ff=term       e jn=newsweek   to look in the Additional Indexes

3. To put the results of a set into ascending order by a stated criteria.

Sort          set #/all/ff,a                 s3/all/sp,a         s4/all/au,a

Ascending is the default order. 

PLEASE EXPLAIN BRIEFLY WHAT EACH OF THE FOLLOWING DIALOG COMMANDS WILL DO.  ½ POINT EACH.

4. EXS TD008

Exs or execute steps executes a SAVE TEMP search, this one is TD008. You have to name the SAVE TEMP search; the system adds the TD. In order to use the EXS command you have to be in a file, but you don’t have to be in the same file as the SAVE TEMP search. Therefore you can recall the search in a cheaper file like ERIC. 

5. SET HI $

Places the keywords in bold and puts one $ before and after the key words. You can put up to 5 characters around the keywords and set the symbols. For example: SET HI @@@@@

6. RANK AU

You can rank a set by author after it is created if you want to show the authors field of all the documents in the set. You can rank by title if you want to show all the titles of the documents in the set.

Example: RANK S6/au.  

RANK S2/ti

7. REPORT

Arranges output in easy to read report format according to fields you select. Puts selected fields in a report format where columns in the report will be the selected fields.

Example: REPORT SET5/CO,CY,ST,ZP,TE/1-9.  Selected fields are Company, City, State, Zip Code, Telephone number for items 1-9 in Set 5.
8. EXPAND

Expanding in the Basic Index views an alphabetical display of a portion of the Basic Index with your keyword in the 3rd position.. Example E ELECTIONS. The purpose of expanding is to get indexed variations of the keyword.

You can expand in the Additional Indexes as well to get indexed variations of authors’ names, and descriptors. Example: E AU=HEMINGWAY, E

9. KWIC

Key word in context shows the search terms surrounded by text. You can determine how many words of text you want to view around the search term. Your choices are from 0 to 50 words, 25 will be before and 25 after the key word. Example: SET KWIC 50, SET K 30.

10.
SET POSTINGS ON

“Causes the number of occurrences of a search term within the record retrieved to be displayed in addition to the number of unique items normally shown. When you SET POSTINGS ON and then DISPLAY SETS, the number of postings, as well as the number of items, are displayed for each set” (Successful Searching on Dialog, 1998, p. 24. Retrieved Oct. 18, 2004, from http://support.dialog.com/searchaids/success/success.pdf.

Example: SET POSTINGS ON 

DS

Results:  S2 29538 60480 AMTRAK OR TRAIN? ? OR RAILROAD?
What I think this means is that Dialog searches the entire documents retrieved in the entire set and reports the total number of times the search term exists in that set. So number of postings is the number of times the search terms is posted in the set. In the above example  Amtrak or Train occurred 29,538 times and Railroad 60,480 times in the all documents retrieved by S2.

11.
PLEASE WRITE A SHORT DISCUSSION (OR MAKE LISTS) ABOUT AT LEAST 5 WAYS TO BROADEN A SEARCH (INCREASE RECALL) AND AT LEAST 5 WAYS TO NARROW A SEARCH (INCREASE PRECISION).   Worth 1 ½ points.

Broadening a search to increase recall:

Use Boolean OR, search multiple files, search full text, remove prefixes and suffixes, don’t limit years, increase the number of words with proximity (5N), broaden search terms, use free text searching, explode on one word, truncate more to the left to pull up more word derivations, use synonyms or alternate terms for search words, eliminate concepts, use conceptually broader terms.

Narrowing a search to decrease recall:

Use Boolean AND and try NOT, use fewer or conceptually narrower terms, truncate further to the right, add concepts, use controlled vocabulary, look in thesaurus, use suffix and prefix codes to limit search to last few years, limit by language or limit by author or journal, by descriptors, use nesting and decrease words in proximity operators (N) (2W), eliminate duplicates.

12.  COMPLETE ITEMS 1 AND 2 BELOW IN REGARD TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION.    Worth 1 ½ points.

I need to locate information on the effect of television viewing on the behavior of both children and teens.  I hope you can find materials that cover all points of view on this.  I can read all romance languages so I would accept articles in any of these plus English.  I want to know who has studied this issue over the past 20 years but I really want to focus on recent research.  I don’t care if it is published or unpublished material and I prefer full-text but will accept abstracts only.  This is for background material for a major presentation to be given in two months to a group of communication teachers.

1. What types of databases would you look for?  I am not looking for you to name specific files but to tell me what criteria you would look for in the files to be chosen to search.

I would look in ERIC, PsychINFO,  basically I would look on DialIndex for ALLSOC and ALLSOCHU, Social Science and Humanities files and perhaps Health and Medicine.

2. Create a beginning search strategy for this problem.  Include a list of all the factors you might have to consider when doing this search.

I would start with concept analysis and term selection to make a search grid. It sounds like she wants lots of recall so I would select alternative terms and determine the Boolean relationships between terms. Terms I would chose:

1st concept::  Television OR TV OR video

2nd concept:   View? OR watch? OR 

3rd concept:   Behavior? OR psychosocial? 

4th concept:   Child? OR teen? OR youth? OR young()adult? OR adolescent? (OR) school()age()children OR childhood

I would check the ERIC and PsychINFO thesauri for descriptors. I would EXPAND behavior to get ERIC descriptors. 

I would add limiters to hone in on the articles that she wants: 

PY and /PD, PY=1990:2004 to get full text articles, PY=1980:1990 to get abstracts only and find out who’s studied the issue in last 20 years.

Text type limiters, such as journal articles, research reports, literature reviews, unpublished manuscripts, dissertations.

Age group and language limitors, AG=youth, LA=ENG,SPA,FRE,ITA,ROM,POR to get all the Romance languages.
13.
Explain what prefixes and suffixes are in Dialog and how they are used.   Worth 2 pts.

When searching in Dialog Basic Index files you can use suffixes to qualify your search terms. Suffixes stand for fields in the Basic Index, such as title, author, abstract, descriptor. They are bibliographic information that actsas points of acces to the documents. Exact suffixes change with each file, so you have to check the file’s Bluesheet. Some suffix commands are TI, AU, AB, DE, ID, and they attach to the end of the search string following a slash. Example:

S PRESIDENT?()ELECTION?/PD=2000

S FRENCH()PASTR?/DE

Descriptor suffixes can be major or mino
r. Major descriptors are terms indexer determined that best describe the document and were the only index terms used in the printed form of the file. Minor descriptors are limited to minor terms in the document. Both major and minor descriptors limit the search to those terms chosen by the indexer.

When searching in Dialog Additional Indexes your must use prefix codes to get to them. The prefix code tells the database what Additional Index to search. Additional Indexes are the indexed fields such as Title, Author, Language, Journal, Publishing Year, Descriptor. The system will pull up the alphabetized inverted file of the Additional Index that you have chosen. The field you search is specified by the appropriate prefix code linking it with the search term. The Additional Indexes are exact versions of the inverted files so the spelling and spacing of the search terms must be identical to the originalS. Example:

S AU=HEMINGWAY

S TI=FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS

S PY=1930

Good, you seem to understand these concepts.

Grade = 9.5

Kristin,  I realized after a second student answered FILE to the first

question on the Quiz that, Yes, you can use FILE to change to a new file. 

I just never use the command and spaced out on that when I was grading

your paper.  I have changed your grade to reflect that so you now have a

full 10 points for the quiz.

Sorry, Nancy

�What was needed here was B or Begin


�Or even better create it in a cheap file and then execute it quickly in an expensive file.


�What you get are the number of articles (the postings) and the number of times your search term occurs in that set.  Really not used much.


�Only in a few files, most files don’t have this nice feature





