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	One to two sentence summary of the request including objectives of the project:

American Library Association (ALA) supports current students of schools of library and information science to attend ALA conferences by sponsoring the Student-to-Staff program. As current Chair of an AS recognized student organization, ALA Student Chapter, SLIS has appointed me as this year’s representative for Student-to-Staff. While ALA will cover most of the conference expenses, SLIS has requested that I apply for a Lottery Grant to cover transportation and other remaining costs. My budget is for $650.

	This box is the only item on page 1


American Library Association (ALA) sponsors a Student-to-Staff program that supports students of Schools of Library and Information Science to attend ALA conference. SLIS designates the Chair of ALA Student Chapter as the SJSU representative to Student-to-Staff. Since I am the current Chair and was elected by SLIS students, I will be this year’s SLIS representative to Student-to-Staff. This opportunity enables me to work directly with ALA staff during Annual Conference and will pay for all my conference expenses except transportation. SLIS will pay the remaining expenses unless I apply for a Lottery Grant. 

I request funds to travel to Seattle for Midwinter Meeting and Washington DC for Annual Conference to represent SLIS as the Student-to-Staff member. The opportunity to attend ALA conferences and work with ALA staff is an enormous benefit both to me and to the school. SLIS is the largest school of library and information science in the world. We have recently been ranked first in e-learning programs by U.S. News & World Report (http://www.sjsu.edu/news/news_detail.jsp?id=1911).  I will be able to bring back this vital experience to 1,400 SLIS students from all over the state and country. 

As ALASC Chair, I am able to reach our student body through the communication tools we currently have in place, the ALASC Blog at http://slisgroups.sjsu.edu/alasc/index.php , through the ALASC and other SLIS listservs, and in person through programming organized by ALASC. Fall Semester, 2006, ALASC sponsored three Luminary Lectures here in San Jose and three at our South campus. All of our lectures are videostreamed for remote viewing by students living elsewhere. 

This year we expanded our outreach efforts to include podcasts of our Luminary Lectures series to which the general public can subscribe using iTunes and youTube uplinks. We have worked hard to ensure that our organization is at the cutting edge of technology and that copyright legalities are correctly observed. We currently have subscribers from as far away as Jakarta, Indonesia. 

I personally have worked hard to make it possible for SLIS students to attend local library conferences. In October I organized a group trip to Monterey to the Internet Librarian conference and helped fellow students get free registration by volunteering. I am currently planning a group trip to Sacramento for California Library Association later this month. I contacted the Public Library Association (PLA) to advocate for SLIS students to volunteer at the upcoming March 1-3 Spring Symposium this year to be held at the San Jose Conference Center.  

I can reach students in other ways both before and after I graduate. SLIS Alumni Association holds a biannual Career Fair at which a panel of alumni discuss their careers, their educational histories, classes or experiences that helped them in their work or their careers, and special tips that would help students be successful. This is my last year at SLIS. As the Chair of a recognized student organization and an advocate of student involvement, I have a unique perspective to share. 

Budget: Airfare: SJ to Seattle: $185. SJ to DC: $395. Ground transportation: $25 possibly. 

Conference registration: $48. 

Total: $650. Airfares may fluctuate. All other expenses will be covered by the ALA program.







